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I
n April 1997, EAAF contracted
with the United Nations
Center for Human Rights to
assemble and lead an
international forensic team to

the Democratic Republic of Congo,
or DRC (formerly Zaire). This
forensic team was part of a larger
U.N. mission mandated to
investigate alleged violations of
human rights and humanitarian law
committed during a period of recent
civil strife in the DRC. The conflict
had involved soldiers of the former
Zairian army and former Rwandan
army, a coalition of rebel groups,
t roops from several neighboring
countries, civilian and armed

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONGO (FORMER ZAIRE)

In April 1997, EAAF
contracted with the United
Nations Center for Human
Rights to lead and coordinate
an international forensic team
in the Democratic Republic of
Congo, or DRC (formerly
Zaire). This forensic team was
part of a larger U.N. mission
mandated to investigate
allegations of severe human
rights violations committed
mostly against refugees. 
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refugees from Rwanda, a number of militias drawn
f rom the local population, and local civilians.
Between April and December 1997 four EAAF
members conducted a series of missions to the UN
headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland; to Kigali,

Rwanda; and to the Democratic Republic of Congo.
This was the first time that EAAF had entered into

a contract of this nature with the UN. 

Background

In the early 1990’s the human rights situation
began to deteriorate seriously in eastern Zaire, as
violence broke out between the area’s numero u s
ethnic and national groups. The most significant of
these conflicts initially occurred between
Kinyarwandan-speaking groups of Hutu and Tutsi
e t h n i c i t y, and a number of other ethnic gro u p s ,
including Nande, Hunde, Nyanga and Bembe. The
Zairian Hutus and Tutsi were known as
Banyarwanda because they or their ancestors had
come from Rwanda. Some of the Banyarwanda had
inhabited what is now eastern Zaire for centuries in
areas that had belonged to the historical kingdom of
Rwanda. During the first half of this century a large
number of Banyarwanda came to eastern Zaire at the
instigation of the Belgian colonial administration to
serve as plantation laborers. Others migrated from
Rwanda to Zaire on their own, seeking land for
cultivating or pasturing livestock.

Another group of Banyarwanda, known as
Banyamulenge, were ethnic Tutsis who had fled
Rwanda and settled around the Mulenge hills in
southeastern Zaire during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The Banyamulenge had
acquired a distinct group identity during a 1964

uprising against Mobutu. 
F i n a l l y, several waves of Rwandan political

refugees, mostly Tutsis, settled in eastern Zaire from
1959 onwards.

The many different groups in eastern Zaire had co-
existed relatively peacefully through most
of the century. Nonetheless, there were
latent tensions between the Banyarwanda
and other local groups. The Banyarwanda
communities were large in size and often
outnumbered the other local inhabitants.
They tended to be relatively wealthy, and
in some cases cleared forests that other
groups had used for hunting. As a result,
the Banyarwanda sometimes came into
conflict with other groups over access to
land and other economic issues.1

These tensions were reflected in the
ambiguous and changing nature of the
Banyarwandans’ legal status. After altering

the law several times, long-reigning Zairian dictator
Mobutu Sese Seko had granted full citizenship to
most Banyarwandans in 1972. Then in 1981 he
rescinded these rights for Banyarwandans who could
not prove that they were descendants of people who
had lived in Zaire prior
to 1885. For some time,
however, the law was
not actively enforced.

In the early 1990’s,
Mobutu responded to
intense public pressure
by announcing that his
government would
begin preparing for a
democratic transition.
Members of several
politically dominant
ethnic groups in
eastern Zaire feare d
that they would lose
power if the Zairian
Tutsi and Hutus were
allowed to vote in
f u t u re elections.
Tensions escalated, with Hunde, Nyanga and
members of other ethnic groups attempting to ban
Zairian Hutus and Tutsi from political participation,
and the Zairian Hutus organizing in response. In
March 1993 violence broke out, as members of the
Mai-Mai and Bangirima - militias composed of local

Mobutu with 
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin...

Mobutu’s face appeared on the currency of the former Zaire

1.  “What Kabila is Hiding: Civilian Killings and Impunity in Congo,” Human Rights Watch/Africa , Vol. 9, No. 5(A), October 1997, p. 8.
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ethnic groups - began attacking Banyarwandans. The
Zairian Hutus in particular responded by forming
their own militias and fighting back. Over the
following six months approximately 7,000 people
were killed and an estimated 300,000 were displaced
in the fighting. Soldiers from the Zairian A r m y
(Forces Armées Zaïroises, or FAZ) sent in to quell the
conflict often contributed to it by taking sides or
pillaging local villages.2

The situation was further complicated in mid-1994
by the massive ethnic conflict in neighboring
Rwanda, instigated by the Rwandan government at
the time, the Rwandan Armed Forces (Forces Armées
Rwandaises, or FAR), and a civilian militia known as
the Interahamwe. Beginning in April 1994 these
o rganizations, each dominated by members of
Rwanda’s ethnic Hutu majority, committed what was
probably the largest act of genocide since the Second
World Wa r, killing between 500,000 and 700,000
ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutu over a period of
several months. The Patriotic Front of Rwanda
(Fronte Patriotique de Rwanda, or FPR), an armed,
predominantly Tutsi, group that had been fighting the
former Rwandan government, fought back, and by
mid-July had defeated the FAR and effectively seized

c o n t rol of the country.
Between 1,000,000 and
1,200,000 Rwandans,
almost all Hutu, then fled
across Rwanda’s western
border into Zaire, where
huge refugee camps were
established under U.N.
p rotection. These camps
also housed a smaller
number of refugees from
Burundi who had escaped
ethnic violence there.3

Many of the people in
these camps were
unarmed civilians trying
to escape further
bloodshed. However,
some 20,000 to 30,000
armed soldiers of the

former Rwandan Army (who became known as “ex-
FARs”), together with Interahamwe members and

leaders of the former Rwandan regime, also took
refuge in the camps. This posed a serious dilemma for
humanitarian agencies offering assistance to the
camps, which were faced with the fact that by
providing assistance to both real refugees they also
helped persons accused in Rwanda of committing
acts of genocide.. With the tacit consent and possibly
the cooperation of Mobutu’s government, these forces
re g rouped, rearmed and began to make military
preparations.4 By early 1995 armed militants based in
the camps were launching raids into Rwanda against
the RPF. The well-armed
ex-FARs and Interahamwe
members also began to
intervene in the local
struggles.

After the establishment
of the refugee camps the
pattern of violence began to
change within Zaire. In
1993 the Mai-Mai and
Bangilima militias had
often attacked both Hutu
and Tutsi Banyarwanda
indiscriminately. The Hutu
refugees, however,
attempted to turn local
ethnic groups against the
Zairian Tutsis. 

Local ethnic gro u p s
which had once viewed Hutu and Tutsi as a single
enemy sided increasingly with Hutu, both refugees
and local residents, in attacking Tutsi, who were
sometimes branded as loyal to the new government
of Rwanda. In South Kivu, members of the Bembe
and Rega groups, encouraged by regional politicians,
began to organize militia, following the model of the
Interahamwe of Rwanda and the Mai-Mai and
Bangilima of North-Kivu.5

The Zairian Tutsi’s became incre a s i n g l y
m a rginalized and threatened. In April 1995 the
Zairian parliament adopted a series of resolutions
calling for the expulsion of some Banyamulenge and
annulment of their property rights. In early 1996
members of the Interahamwe, Mai-Mai and
Bangilima militias killed hundreds of Zairian Tutsi
and displaced over 18,000. Finally, in September 1996,

... and with U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan

Alone at the end, Mobutu flees to
exile in May, 1997 as the ADFL

prepares to advance 
on Kinshasa.

2 “Transition, War and Human Rights,” Human Rights Watch/Africa Report , Vol. 9, No. 2(A), April 1997, p. 18-19.
3 Human Rights Watch. “Uncertain Course: Transition and Human Rights Violations in the Congo, Human Rights Watch/Africa Report, Vol. 9,

No. 9(A), December 1997, p. 9.
4 Human Rights Watch. “Uncertain Course: Transition and Human Rights Violations in the Congo, Human Rights Watch/Africa Report, Vol. 9,

No. 9(A), December 1997, p. 9.
5 Human Rights Watch/Africa and FIDH, “What Kabila is Hiding: Civilian Killings and Impunity in Congo,” Human Rights Watch/Africa, Vol.

9, No. 5(A), October 1997, p. 8.
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after several months of escalating harassment, local
o fficials in southeastern Zaire ord e red the local
Zairian Tutsis - the Banyamulenge - to leave the
country, a decision ratified by the provincial governor
in early October. At the same time, a local militia
formed by members of the Bembe ethnic group began
attacking Banyamulenge communities.6

After 1994, some Banyamulenge apparently went
to Rwanda, where the Rwandan Army (A r m é e
Patriotique Rwandais, or RPA) provided them with
military training and weapons.7 In October 1996 these
Banyamulenge began an insurrection in southeastern
Zaire against the Mobutu government. The
Zairian Tutsis quickly joined forces with
several other ethnic groups, and several
small armed movements that had opposed
the Mobutu regime for years. This coalition,
which called itself the Alliance of
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of
Congo (Alliance des Forces Démocratiques
pour la Libération du Congo, or ADFL) was
led by Laurent Desiré Kabila, leader of a
small guerrilla group that had existed in
eastern Congo since 1967. Rwanda provided
aid and support to the Alliance, and
Rwandan troops assisted the A D F L a t
certain points, although the Rwandan
government did not admit to their
involvement until much later.8

The A D F L f o rces proved extre m e l y
successful. They rapidly captured several
major towns in eastern Zaire, and launched
attacks against the Hutu refugee camps
around Bukavu, in South Kiva  and on the
road from Bukavu to Uvira in November
1996. A few weeks later they bombarded the
Mugunga refugee camp in North Kivu, the
l a rgest in eastern Zaire, emptying it of
inhabitants. As the ADFLmoved on to other
camps, approximately 600,000 Hutu
refugees and approximately 100,000
Burundi refugees returned to their countries
at considerable risk, according to figures
given by the UN High Commissioner on
refugees.9 Despite the presence of civilians,
including women, children, and the elderly,

most of the refugees who remained in Congo were
considered by the Rwandan government and the
AFDLas “perpetrators of genocide” who preferred to
remain in Congo than confront justice in Rwanda,
and Kabila’s troops continued to attack and pursue
them. Large groups of the remaining re f u g e e s ,
including civilians, ex-FARs and Interahamwe — at
times separately and at times together — began the
long march on foot through the jungle from Kivu in
the east to the province of Equator on the other,
western side of the country.

The ADFL troops continued a successful advance

May 17, 1997: 
ADFL troops capture

Kinshasa,ending the 7-
month civil war and
installing Laurent
Desire Kabila as

president of the re-
named Democratic
Republic of Congo.

6 Human Rights Watch/Africa and FIDH, “What Kabila is Hiding: Civilian Killings and Impunity in Congo,” Human Rights Watch/Africa, Vol.
9, No. 5(A), October 1997, p. 9-10.

7 “Transition, War and Human Rights,” Human Rights Watch/Africa , Vol. 9, No. 2(A), April 1997, p. 18.
8 “Uncertain Course: Transition and Human Rights Violations in the Congo, Human Rights Watch/Africa Report, Vol. 9, No. 9(A), December 1997,

p.9-11; see also John Pomfret, “Rwandans Led Revolt in Congo,” Washington Post, July 9, 1997.
9 “Report on the Joint Mission Charged with Investigating Allegations of Massacres and Other Human Rights Violations Occurring in Eastern

Zaire (now DRC) since September 1996,” General Assembly, Fifty First Session, Agenda Item 110 (c), July 2, 1997, Page 13, A/51/942
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across Zaire. By May 17, 1997 they had captured
Kinshasa, forcing Mobutu to flee. As leader of the
ADFL, Kabila proclaimed that Zaire’s name would be
changed to the Democratic Republic of Congo, and
declared himself president.

Throughout this period of conflict, each of the
various parties involved allegedly committed serious
violations of human rights. International and local
human rights organizations, humanitarian agencies,
and the press, among others, denounced and

p rovided information about several hundre d
incidents of severe alleged violations of human rights
and humanitarian law, including summary

executions and massacres. Although there were
certain continuities in the violence, which began in
1993 and lasted in the spring of 1997,  the pattern of
the internal conflict and human rights violations
allegedly changed significantly after ADFL declared
its insurrection in October 1996. 

Between 1993 and 1996 violence was first
instigated by local militias against Banyarwandan
communities, often with the complicity of the Zairian
military. Afterward, the massive influx of Rwandan

Hutu refugees violence was incre a s i n g l y
focused on Zairian Tutsis. In northeast Zaire
(North Kivu province) at least 7000 persons
w e re killed, over 250,000 displaced, and
approximately 16,000 Zairian Tutsis forced
into exile in Rwanda. The alleged
perpetrators were primarily local ethnic
militias and the FAZ, and later the ex-FARs
and Interahamwe.10

After the insurrection began in October
1996, ex-FARs, Interahamwe, FAZ soldiers,
and mercenaries in the pay of the Zairian
government, allegedly committed important
violations of human rights, including
summary executions and massacres. During
the war, however, the ADFL troops allegedly
committed the largest proportion of human
rights violations, mostly against the Rwandan
Hutu refugees, and to a lesser extent against
local populations. A Human Rights Watch
report states:

The human rights abuses and violations of
international humanitarian law committed by
the A D F L and its allies are re m a r k a b l y
different in their scale, nature and motivation
from abuses perpetrated in Congo by the FAZ
and ex-FAR. From the beginning of the war up
to the present, ADFL troops or their allies, in
particular those of Rwandan or of ethnic Tutsi
origin, have carried out large-scale killings of
civilians, predominantly refugees as well as
some Congolese. In addition, the intentional
blocking of humanitarian assistance to civilian
refuges by A D F L t roops is likely to have
resulted in thousands of additional deaths.11

The geographic locations of the sites of the alleged
massacres trace the route taken by the refugees and
the thousands of internal displaced who fled from

10. Human Rights Watch/Africa and FIDH, “Forced to Flee: Violence Against the Tutsis in Zaire,” Human Rights Watch/Africa, Vol. 8, No. 2(A),
July 1996, p. 2.

11. Human Rights Watch/Africa and FIDH, “What Kabila is Hiding: Civilian Killings and Impunity in Congo,” Human Rights Watch/Africa,
Vol. 9, No. 5(A), October 1997, p. 14.

Photo courtesy of Gilles Peres
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Kivu to the western area of the Congo.  By May 1997,
the UN repatriated approximately 180,000 foreign
refugees to Rwanda, Burundi, and other countries.
Others relocated to new refugee camps in the
Republic of Congo (Congo-Brazzaville), the Central
African Republic, or fled to other neighboring
countries.  The UN High Commission for Refugees
estimates that there are approximately 150,000-
200,000 refugees, whose state and location are
unknown.

Introduction

On April 15, 1997, the UN Joint Investigative
Mission for the East of Zaire (now the DRC) was
established by resolution 1997/58 of the UN
Commission on Human Rights.  The re s o l u t i o n
enjoins the UN Special Rapporteurs for Zaire and for
Extrajudicial, Summary and Arbitrary Executions,
together with a member of the Working Group on
Forced and Involuntary Disappearances, to lead a
mission investigating allegations of massacres and
human rights violations which occurred as
consequences of the conflicts that began in eastern
Zaire in September 1996.  The first leaders of the Joint
Mission were Mr. Roberto Garreton, Mr. Bacre
Ndiaye, and Mr. Jonas Foli, representing, respectively,
the UN bodies listed above.

At short notice, the UN contracted EAAF to
conduct the forensic aspect of the Joint Mission’s
investigations.  Specifically, EAAF was responsible
for the excavation and analysis of human remains and
associated evidence at alleged burial sites, with the
object of verifying or disproving allegations of
m a s s a c res.  The forensic team included
archaeologists, anthropologists, forensic pathologists,
and crime scene investigators.  Given the magnitude
of the investigation, EAAF invited a number of other
forensic specialists to take part in the mission.

The Joint Mission was initially mandated to
investigate the period between September 1996 and
the present.  It was given between one and two
months to conduct the investigation.

During 1997, EAAF participated in two missions
for the Joint Mission, and two other missions for the
Investigative Mission of the UN Secretary General.
The Secretary General’s Mission was formed in July
1997 as an attempt to break the impasse between the
Joint Mission and the government of Pre s i d e n t
Kabila.

Due to difficulties of a political nature ,
archaeological investigations did not begin at the sites
of alleged mass graves during any of the four

missions.  Instead, EAAF began analyzing the
documents collected by various NGOs and UN
agencies, and conducting interviews with witnesses
present at the events. The team has provided the UN
with detailed accounts of its findings.

In the following, the history of EAAF’s
involvement with the four missions is described
chronologically, beginning in May and continuing
through December.

First Mission: May 1997

On May 1st, 1997, the members of the Joint
Mission, including EAAF, traveled to Rwanda with
the intention of subsequently crossing the border into
eastern Zaire.  At the same time, two representatives
from the UN Center for Human Rights traveled to
Lumbumbashi – a city in southern Zaire where Kabila
was headquartered — to obtain authorization from
the ADFL to begin investigations in the territory it
c o n t rolled.  The A D F L denied the Joint Mission
permission to enter its territory.

The members of the Mission remained a week in
Kigali.  EAAF used this time to begin to analyze all
the available documents concerning the events under
investigation and to receive interviews fro m
witnesses to these events. On the basis of this work,
begun in Kigali and continued for the following six
weeks in the U.S. and Argentina, EAAF prepared a
report that was sent to the UN Center for Human
Rights and the members of the Joint Mission. The
report details allegations of 210 massacres, and was
used by the Special Rapporteur for Zaire, Mr. Roberto
Garreton, in a report that he subsequently presented
to the UN.

The forensic team included: Patricia Bernard i ,
Anahi Ginarte, and Mercedes Doretti, anthropologists
and members of EAAF; Dr. Gustavo Politis, an
Argentine archaeologist; and Dr. Derik Pounder, an
English forensic pathologist.

Second Mission: June-July 1997

On May 17th, 1997, Kabila captured Kinshasa,
capital of the Congo.  Immediately after, he installed
himself as president and formed a new government.
Several hours before Kinshasa fell to the re b e l s ,
former Zairian president Mobutu fled into exile,
where he died several months later.

On June 20th, 1997, a UN negotiating commission
acting in the name of the Joint Mission traveled to
Kinshasa to negotiate terms for another mission with
the new government of the Democratic Republic of
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Congo.  EAAF members Ginarte and Dore t t i
participated in this commission in the capacity of
forensic advisors.  However, the negotiations with the
government of the DRC ended up focusing on issues
that had little to do with technical or forensic matters.
Two issues in particular were discussed without a
final agreement being reached: the time period to be
investigated by the Joint Mission, and the presence of
Roberto Garreton, the UN Special Rapporteur on
DRC, as one of the mission’s leaders. 

Accordingly, Ginarte and Doretti’s
participation was limited to suggestions
concerning the protection of possible
burial sites and the chain of custody of
evidence.  

The EAAF members used the time to
interview new witnesses and improve
the existing documentation of human
rights violations.  EAAF incorporated
the new material into a second report
that expanded and modified the data
presented in the previous report.

The mission ended on July 4th
without an agreement from the
government of the DRC that would
have permitted the Joint Mission to
enter the country.

Third Mission: August-September
1997

In July 1997, UN Secretary General Mr. Kofi
Annan and President Kabila met in Harare ,
Zimbabwe, during a summit meeting of the Union of
African Nations.  At this meeting, Kabila verbally
agreed to allow a new UN investigative mission into
Congo.  In August, the UN Secretary General
proposed to the Security Council the creation of an
Investigative Team under his orders that would begin
to investigate allegations of human rights violations
and violations of general humanitarian law that had
occurred in the DRC from March 1993 to the present.
In effect, this proposal extended the period under
investigation by three years, as requested by the
Kabila government.  It also extended the time allowed
for the investigation to six months.  By forming a new
investigative commission under his mandate that did
not include Mr. Garreton, the Secretary General
tacitly also accepted the second condition set by the
Congolese government. 

At this point, EAAF was again requested to act as
forensic consultant to the mission by the UN Center
for Human Rights in Geneva, which was still in

charge of recruiting and administration for the UN
Secretary General’s mission.  EAAF was required to
guarantee a forensic team that would remain in the
field for three months.  EAAF assembled a team of
nine specialists from the fields of arc h a e o l o g y,
physical anthropology, forensic pathology, and crime
scene investigation.  Since few specialists could spend
the entire three months, EAAF contacted 25 forensic
specialists from nine different countries who could

serve rotating shifts over the three-month period.
EAAF also requested the assistance of a specialist in
bio-statistics.

In August 1997, a smaller forensic team of four
persons initially traveled to Geneva for two weeks.
This team included Patricia Bernardi, Merc e d e s
Doretti and Anahi Ginarti from EAAF, American
f o rensic anthropologist Dr. Clyde Snow, and
Argentine archaeologist Dr. Gustavo Politis.  There,
together with the rest of the new team for the
S e c retary General’s mission, they participated in
preparing a strategy and a workplan for the mission.
As part of this work the team members recommended
several sites for forensic investigation.

On August 24th the mission moved to Kinshasa,
DRC.  Despite President Kabila’s verbal assurances,
during all of September the leaders of the mission
found it necessary to negotiate with the government
of DRC in order to begin the investigations.  The
smaller forensic team formed by Ginarte, Bernardi,
Snow and Politis initially remained with the mission.
During this time, Doretti and another member of the
mission went for three days to London to gather more
information about the events under investigation.

Refugee collapsed on the road.
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While the mission’s leadership negotiated with the
government, the forensic team and the mission’s
investigative team held long planning meetings in
o rder to coordinate the forensic work with the
mission’s general investigative strategy.  The
members of these two groups also held numerous
meetings with the personnel responsible for logistics
and security on the mission.  From a logistical
perspective, Congo is an extremely difficult country
to work in, as its infrastru c t u re is minimal.  In
particular, the almost complete absence of navigable
roads in such an immense country cre a t e d
t remendous logistical problems; everything,
including personnel, cars, electrical generators,

camping and forensic
equipment, had to be
transported by
airplane from one side
of the country to the
other.

EAAF also
developed a
p reliminary database
to order the
information gathere d
up to that point.  The
database was
designed to be used
by either the forensic
team or the

investigative unit.
Together with members of the mission’s

investigative team, one EAAF member A n a h i
Ginarte, traveled to Lukulela, a refugee camp in the
country of the Republic of Congo (Congo-Brazzaville)
which borders the Congo.  Many of the Rwandan
refugees who fled from the camps in the eastern
region of Congo finally arrived in Lukulela after a six-
to seven-month march.  The mission’s team remained
four days in Lukulela receiving testimonies from the
refugees.  

Given the lack of authorization from the
government of Congo to begin investigative work in
the country, the members of the forensic team
returned to their countries at the end of September.
The members of the investigative unit and the
security personnel remained in Kinshasa while the
mission’s leadership was called to New York for
consultation with the UN Secretary General.

Fourth Mission

In October 1997, Bill Richardson, US
re p resentative to the UN, was sent to Congo to
attempt to break the impasse and move the
Investigative Mission forward.  Richard s o n
eventually obtained a verbal agreement from Kabila
that authorized the UN investigation to begin. The
UN thus requested the forensic team to return to
Kinshasa once again. During this mission, the forensic
team was formed by EAAF members Doretti, Ginarte,
and Dario Olmo; Dr. Clyde Snow; Peruvian physical
a n t h ropologist Jose Pablo Baraybar; A u s t r i a n
archaeologist Ute Hofmeister; and Ruud Schouten,
Dutch police crime scene investigator.

However, only in December and after much more
negotiation, was the Secretary General’s team
authorized by the government of Congo to relocate in
Mbandaka, a city in the Equator region where
Alliance troops had allegedly massacred between 800
and 2,000 Rwanda refugees.  

Again, however, the Mission’s work could not
begin, due to security problems.  The members of the
investigative and forensic teams were constantly
followed by Congolese military, police, and civilians,
who impeded team members from making direct
contact with members of the local population and
with witnesses to the events, and from visiting the
alleged burial sites. The mission was also confronted
by four demonstrations protesting the mission, staged
by local residents against the mission.  The
government may have organized these
demonstrations, because their timing and location
corresponded closely with the mission’s itinerary,
which only the government knew.

At the end of December, the members of the
forensic team returned to their countries.  

In early 1998, at the request of the UN Mission a
small forensic team composed of Gustavo Barrientos,
physical anthropologist from Argentina, Jose Samuel
Suasnabar from the Guatemalan Fore n s i c
Anthropology Foundation, and Luis Fondebrider and
Anahi Ginarte from EAAF returned to Congo, and
began work at an alleged gravesite near the town of
Mbandaka. Evidence re c o v e red during the
excavation, including the non-articulated bones of
two individuals, strongly suggested that the site had
been used as a mass grave which had subsequently
been disturbed - that is, skeletal remains had been
removed from it. These findings were consistent with
information collected by the UN investigative team
indicating that the remains buried there had been

Many of the Hutu refugees fled west on
a route following the lower Congo River. 



removed by the Congolese government several
months before the UN team arrived. The forensic
team was only able to work at the site for two days,
after which it was prevented from continuing by
demonstrators armed with spears and machetes, who
a p p e a red to have been encouraged by the
government. The forensic team left Congo shortly
thereafter and the Secretary General withdrew the
entire mission several weeks later, on April 17th, 1998.

The UN Report

In June 1998 the
leaders of the
S e c retary General’s
Investigative Te a m
submitted its report
to the UN
Commission on
Human Rights. The
report stated that the
C o n g o l e s e
government had
d e l i b e r a t e l y
impeded the
i n v e s t i g a t i v e
missions fro m
conducting a full and
t h o r o u g h
investigation of
human rights
violations, and it
described in some
detail instances in
which government
o fficials and A D F L
leaders had
intimidated or
assaulted people
who cooperated with the UN
investigation. However, the re p o r t
concluded that despite these
obstacles, there was evidence that
severe violations of human rights had
occurred. 

The deliverate execution of
unarmed civilians during and
after the attacks on camps of
displaced Rwandans by A F D L
troops... violates Common Article
3 of the Geneva Conventions.

The AFDL was also responsible

for other violations of international
humanitarian law, including the detention of
malnourished children being treated in a
hospital, killing of wounded patients in another
hospital, the beating and killing of nurses in
those hospitals, denial of access by re l i e f
organisations to camps for displaced persons
containing large numbers of ill and wounded
persons and the failure to “collect and care for
the sick and injured,” in violation of Common
Article 3.

The available information strongly suggests that
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at least the massacres committed by the AFDL
and its allies during the period October 1996 to
May 1997 and the denial of humanitarian
assistance to displaced Rwandan Hutus were
systematic practices involving murder and
extermination, which constitute crimes against
h u m a n i t y, as defined by the Statues of the
International Criminal Tribunals for the Former
Yugoslavia and for Rwanda. (Security Council
document S/1998/581., pp. 24-25.)

The UN report documented a number of abuses
by other parties, including the former Zairian Army
(FAZ), Rwandan Hutu militias and members of the
former Rwandan army (ex-FARs), fore i g n
m e rcenaries, and other groups engaged in inter-
ethnic violence.

The report concluded with a call for a renewed
investigation into human rights abuses committed
during the period by a judicial body or another
investigative commission.

The Congolese government issued an off i c i a l
response to the report, accusing its authors of “politic
motivations,” and of designing the report in order to
distract attention from French complicity in the
Rwandan genocide of 1994. It denied that it had
obstructed the investigators’ work in any way. And it
claimed that ADFL troops had not committed human
rights violations.

The attacks on the refugee camps and other
isolated cases of massacres were moreover the
work of the armed bandits (the ex-FAR and Hutu
Interahamwe extremist militias) who took the
refugees hostage and used them as human
shields in order to pursue their diabolical plan
and alarm international public opinion in favour

of military intervention by the United Nations.
(Letter from DRC re p resentative to the UN
Secretary General; Security Council document
S/1998/582, p. 19)

The Rwandan government acknowledged that its
troops had fought with the ADFL, but refused to
accept responsibility for human rights violations.

RESUMPTION OF WAR

In the summer of 1998 fighting broke out once
again in eastern Congo. Over the course of the
previous months relations between Kabila and the
Tutsis who had made up the bulk of the ADFL forces
had become increasingly strained. Possibly
attempting to win favor among Congolese citizens,
many of whom distrusted Rwandans and the

Banyamulenge, Kabila eventually dismissed Tutsis
from his government. Shortly thereafter, a new rebel
army, apparently largely composed of Tutsis with
Rwandan and Ugandan support, launched a new
surprise attack, this time against their erstwhile ally
Kabila and his government. By the end of the year
they controlled large swathes of territory in eastern
Zaire. By then the conflict had become increasingly
international in scope, as other African nations -
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola, Chad, and others -
intervened. These interventions often grew out of
complex political calculations: while the A n g o l a n
government, supported Kabila, for example, the
Angolan rebel army UNITA provided some support
to the Tutsi side. Paradoxically, thousands of Hutu
refugees, whose compatriots had allegedly been
massacred by ADFL troops under Kabila’s command,
now joined with his army to combat the new Tutsi-led
rebellion.
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